
 
 

Public Information Committee Meeting 
 

 
 
 
Meeting information:  February 28, 2006 10 A.M 

St. Louis Fire Department Headquarters  
 

Regular meeting of the Public Information Committee 
was called to order at 10:08 am.  Minutes were waived. 
 

Attendance: Kim Bacon, Tom Dehner, Susan Hakes, Laura Signaigo, 
Stephen Orr, Jo Emmerick 
 
John Shelton, Ellen Ellick Julie Burkemper reported that 
they would be unable to attend due to an out of town 
obligation. 

  
[Kim Bacon]     Introductions of Jo Emmerick, representing URS. 

Updated committee on STARRS kick off meeting with 
URS held February 15, 2006. STARRS board working on 
narrowing scope of work and contract revisions. 
Reviewed project with Committee 

 
[Susan Hakes] Introduced Laura Signaigo, a new member of the St. 

Louis University Public Relations team. 
                        
[Jo Emmerick]  Emphasized the importance of completing and returning 

signed contract as soon as possible, given the pending 
deadlines. 

 
[All]        Discussion of the needed information to complete 

project by deadline, including a summary of the 
objectives, accomplishments and projects of each 
STARRS committee and sub-committee.  This summary 
should include information on why a neighboring agency 
would want to become part of STARRS and how they 
could obtain more information about committee 
activities and contact information. 

 
[All] Committee reviewed correspondence from URS to 

STARRS board dated February 20, 2006, revising scope 
of work. The parameters of the project seem to be 
consistent. 



 
[Jo Emmerick] Stated that she would be attending future meetings in 

order to work closely with committee on the project. 
Next meeting date established- March 28, 2006 at 10 
a.m.  

 
[Tom Dehner] Suggested that next meeting be held at STARRS new 

location at MO DOT at 141/40. All agreed 
 
[All] Discussion turned toward future project- a collection of 

preparedness information. CDC web site seems to be 
commonly used as a reference by hospital, public health, 
pre hospital and first response entities alike. Much 
published information already available.  

 
[Kim Bacon] Presented information received from a video production 

company last week. This information is pasted below. 
Will meet with representative to gather ideas about a 
pre-taped video component to readiness and response 
information. Update forthcoming.  

 
[Stephen Orr] Presented “2006 Comprehensive CERT training Prgram 

Proposal” as directed by Advisory Council.   
 
[All] Discussion of the use of CERT as the public education 

and preparedness component of Project 2. Proposal may 
require an expansion of counties or be implemented in 
the capacity of a “pilot program”. Those present agreed 
that CERT would fulfill and exceed expectations 
established for disaster education for the public. CERT is 
a pre-established, on-going, federally approved program 
that would allow multi-discipline participation.  

 
 Committee did not vote- Unable to establish a quorum 

(based on simple majority). Orr should prepare to re-
present the proposal and answer questions at next 
meeting.   

 
 Next meeting date confirmed for March 28, 2006 at 10 

a.m. at MO DOT STARRS Offices.  
 
 Meeting adjourned at 11:51 a.m.  
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