
Disaster Human Services Committee (DHSC) 
Meeting Minutes 
November 13, 2008 
 
 
Present: Mark Diedrich, Bob Peters, John Wagner, Susan Green, Nicole Holtgrefe, Hilda 
Chaski-Adams, Marny Meserve, Kay Archer, Alicia Adams, Valerie Russell, Mary 
Anderson, Chuck Kindelburger, Jim Eckrich, Bill Roach, Nancy Duncat (STC health dept.) 
 
The meeting was called to order and the minutes were approved. 
 
Subcommittee Reports 

- Community Recovery 
Jim reported that his committee has moved into Long Term Recovery mode since the 
September flooding. He has planned to suspend meeting as the Community Recovery 
meeting due to time constraints of the group. It was suggested that the committee devote 
20-30 minutes of each meeting to committee issues and the rest to LTR issues. Jim said 
that this may be possible.  
 
Marny will not be the co-chair. 
 
During the meeting the group was notified that St. Louis City and County, St. Charles, 
and Lincoln Counties were all given IA declarations by FEMA. This is great news for the 
community and will open up much needed resources. 
 
- Volunteer and Donations Management:  
Kay reported that they are currently not active on the regional level but that she and 
Dewitt Campbell were also chairing the state volunteer and donations management 
committee. They have a meeting next week. 
 
- Community Preparedness 
The committee held its first meeting and all Citizen Corps Councils were invited. Both 
the Franklin and St. Clair County Councils did come to the meeting along with John, 
Nicole and Susan. The group agreed that there should be a larger focus on citizen 
preparedness and less specifically on CERT. It seems like the meeting has created a stir 
and several additional people have expressed interest in attending the next meeting on 
November 20th. 
 
- Mass Care  
 
Mary is working on the line item budget for the FY08 funding for special needs and 
animal cache.  
St. Louis city is working on a special needs database. St. Louis County is also interested 
and Mark is going to invite the vendor to our next meeting for a demo. It was mentioned 
that we need to remember to factor in the cost of maintaining the information in the 
database and not just the cost of maintaining the database. 



 
- FY 09 Funding Application Update 
The target amount is $8,532,900 for the region. This could fluctuate between $9,386,190 
and $7,679,610 due to a number of factors.  
The application is due to the state by March 1, 2009 and the award notice will be sent by 
September 30, 2009.  
 
- The group then began to identify the gaps in the Community Preparedness target 

capabilities list. Hilda has the notes on this.  
- Hilda asked that the each member review the completed gap reports on the other 

target capabilities lists and send her any changes by Tuesday November 18 at noon.  
- The gap analysis will be compiled by Hilda and given to the Advisory committee on 

the 24th.  
- During December strategic goals and objectives will be set. 
- We must rewrite our portion of the state preparedness plan by January 5, 2009.  
 
Next meeting to be held on December 9, 2008 at 9:00am. Place: TBD.   
 
 
Susan stated that DHSS has released new special needs guidance. She gave a copy to 
Nicole who will give it to Mary. Hilda stated that the subcommittee needs to have a line 
item budget for the funding we received for the pet and special needs cache by the 
November meeting. Susan stated that she is willing to help with this and that she has a 
veterinarian and a contact in Texas who did the companion animal sheltering for 
Hurricane Ike who are willing to help as well.  

 
New Business 
 

- FY09 funding information will be released in November. Each subcommittee needs to 
start think about what their needs are now.  

- The may be a 25% in-kind match requirement for the FY09 funding. Hilda is going to 
check and see if non-profits count toward this.  

- “Washout funds” have been identified from FY06 and FY07. The Ad Hoc committee 
will meet on Ocotber 27th to decide where the $800,000 will be allotted. Competition 
for the funding is fierce and interoperable communications and microwave towers are 
currently the priority. However, Hilda will check and see if there was anything in the 
FY06 and FY07 asks that might apply to our committee.  

 
Old Business 
 

- Mark is going to speak to Jim Eckrich about adding Marny as co-chair of the 
Community Recovery Subcommittee. 

- We also need to identify a co-chair of the Mass Care subcommittee. 
 
Next meeting is December 8th at 9:00 at St. Louis County EOC.   


